


Dr. Umilaela Arifin 
Postdoc McGuire Lab, Currently Research Fellow, Leibniz Institute for the Analysis of Biodiversity 
Change, Germany 

Twenty years ago, as an undergraduate student at the 

Bandung Institute of Technology (1TB), Indonesia, 

Umilaela joined Professor Jim McGuire on a three-month 

expedition in Sulawesi to study amphibians and reptiles. 

The trip helped shape her decision to become a 

herpetologist. Umilaela received her master's in biology 

from 1TB in 2008 and a scholarship from the German 

Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) allowed her to 

pursue her doctorate at the University of Hamburg, 

Germany. In 2022 she came to the MVZ for a postdoc with 

Professor McGuire under the Marie Sklodowska Curie 

Fellowship program funded by the European Commission. 

During her time at the MVZ "the most fun thing was 

realizing the fact that herping in the USA 

requires methods that are completely different from 

the ones I used in Indonesia. I learnt for the first time 

that it is more effective to "lasso" the lizard than trying hard to catch them with bare hands, 

which is what is typically done in Indonesia." Umilaela is currently a Research Fellow at the 

Leibniz Institute for the Analysis of Biodiversity Change, Germany. She is broadly interested in the 

amphibians and reptiles of Southeast Asia, with a special interest in those occurring in Indonesia. 

Umilaela founded and co-lead the Global Women in Herpetology Project, which aims to increase 

the visibility of women who work with amphibians and reptiles across disciplines, regions, and 

cultural backgrounds and to establish a scholarship program for students from underrepresented 

backgrounds. 

Jeremy Chase Crawford 
Graduate Student Lacey Lab, Currently Principal Bioinformatics Research Scientist and 
Director of lmmunoinformatics, St. Jude Children's Research Hospital-Tennessee 

Jeremy was in Professor Eileen Lacey's lab and received his 

PhD from UC Berkeley in 2016. He received his undergraduate 

degree at Duke where he worked with lemurs. At the MVZ he 

used genetics, endocrinology, analytical chemistry and 

behavioral ecology to study the evolution of sociality and animal 

communication. The communal lab model at the MVZ's 

Evolutionary Genetics Lab had a huge impact on the way that 

Jeremy thinks about science, the scientific community, and 

scientific collaboration, "I have tried to implement aspects of 

that model into the various laboratory setups that I've 

designed over the years. Credit goes to the MVZ's 

investment in the EGL as a resource and to Lydia Smith's 

amazing vision for communal training and collaboration." 

He did field work at Landels-Hills Big Creek Reserve on deer 

mice and California mice and in Australia on pebble mound mice 

before moving on to Tuco Tucos. The amazing community of 

students at the MVZ is something Jeremy cherishes to this day, "I often think about the late 

evenings working side by side in the Evolutionary Genetics Lab, where we were all 

studying different things on entirely different organisms but chatting and laughing 

through the night (and into the early hours of the morning) from our respective lab 

benches. Students often disappeared for months at a time to do fieldwork or other 

work travel, but whenever we returned, there was always a sense of coming home to 

the MVZ." Today Jeremy is the Principal Bioinformatics Research Scientist and Director of 

lmmunoinformatics at St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in Memphis, Tennessee. 
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