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Pocket Mouse Genome Assembly 

The little pocket mouse, Perognathus 

/ongimembris, is a rodent found in arid and 

seasonally arid regions of Western North 

America. The genus is characterized by 

behavioral and physiological adaptations to dry 

and often harsh environments. In a recent 

issue of the Journal of Heredity MVZ 

Researcher Krzysztof M. Kozak, MVZ Staff 

Curator of Mammals Chris Conroy, MVZ 

Emeritus Professor James L. Patton, Professor 

and Curator of Birds Rauri C.K. Bowie, 

Professor and Curator of Mammals Michael W. 

Nachman presented a genome assembly of 

Perognathus /ongimembris /ongimembris as 

part of the California Conservation 

Genomics Project. This new resource will 

enable studies of local adaptation, genetic 

diversity, and conservation of threatened taxa. 
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Perognathus /ongimembris, the little pocket mouse. Arid habitats of P. longimembris: A) Harrisburg Flat, Death Valley 

National Park, Inyo County, California, United States; B) Bullrush Canyon, Mohave County, Arizona, USA. C) P. I. 

panamintinus and (D) torpid P. I. arizonensi. Pelage of pocket mice matches the color of the local soil. Pronounced 

intraspecific differences in cranial morphology can be seen between the topotypes of (E) P. I. panamintinus and (F) P. 

I. arizonensis from the collection of the Museum of Vertebrate Zoology, UC Berkeley. G) The rodent orbiting module of

the Apollo 17 mission. A pocket mouse was on board of the last Apollo mission and orbited the moon Image credits: 

Peggy Moore (C), Carol Patton (D), James Patton (A, B, E, and F), NASA (G). 
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